[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

[image: ]
image6.jpeg
Who suffers the most then? The home and the family! The children are not cared for! They are
being raised by the school, the street, the factory, the club, the dance hall, the tavern and the theater.
That golden chain that joins a mother to her children is broken. The dignity of priestly motherhood
disappears while the insubordination of the children increases! The mother no longer has any influence
over her children’s lives except in a negative manner. There is a moral wall that grows between such a
mother and her children. It is no wonder that sooner or later, her children cease referring to her as
“Mom or Mother” and instead refer to her as “my old lady”! In the end, these children repay such a
mother when she grows old by sending her to a home for the aged or locking her up in some public
shelter. Such a mother either didn’t know how or didn’t want to create a loving home for her children,
therefore the children do not have a home or even a corner in their home for their old mother!

Maybe | have strayed from my original topic, but it was not done purposely. To all that | mentioned
today, | want to point out all the increasing separations and divorces taking place among our people.
Add to that the ill-treatment of the elderly, the unfair termination of employment for people who just
turn forty years of age and the unrestrained conduct of young people — both male and female —in
offices, in factories and on the fields of sport. To all of that, add the constant decline and disappearance
of religion and you will see that we in the United States are coming close to what is happening over
there —in Russia!

Without a doubt, a certain responsibility for this state of affairs rests on the shoulders of our young
people. But are they responsible for all of it? Our young people have become today what we have
raised them to be — yesterday! There is only one thing left for us to do. Today, let us start living and
raising them according to Christian teachings, so that TOMORROW, we will have the kind of young
people that we would like to have TODAY!
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January 15, 1939
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ”!

For family life to be healthy and sensible, it depends upon the members of the family, namely the
father, mother and children. Life in society depends again on the life of the family. The home is the
natural nest or source of the good, the indifferent and the bad. Either ideal citizens are formed in the
home or criminals. The home is either the forge of virtue or of crime. The home can be a temple but it
can also be a den. The home is one of the pillars of the world. Society reflects the home.

I have here before me an article entitled, “On the Ruins of Family Life in Soviet Russia”. Among
other things | read,”Today there is no family life there. “ As for children? Who would take care of them
under such circumstances? They are entrusted to schools and they are fortunate if they are entrusted
to shelters or asylums after schooling for actually all children grow up on the streets. That is why the
children who are denied any guardianship and have never been taught any ethical restraints, such as
those contained in religion, become individuals without any scruples — or future criminals. The number
of such individuals is enormous and it is constantly getting bigger. The sight of ten year olds to
seventeen year olds hanging out in mobs in the streets is a sight reminiscent of the Lombrosian types,
but here it is a perfectly normal sight. Actually, the street police chase and scatter these bands of future
criminals, but the only effect that has is that these mobs find other places to loaf. These unfortunate
children have become the pitiful sacrifices of a system that has no soul.

Who is to show them that warm maternal love now that these mothers are not restricted by any
other duties other than their duties in the Party? Even their external forms of behavior are striking.
They are more like half-women, dressing as men do in leather jackets, high boots and coarse clothing.
They lack the softness of feminine ways and act in a very familiar way with every man in the name of
their famous comradeship. They attach no value to the institution of marriage from which they can free
themselves at any time. Divorce is as simplified a ceremony as is a wedding. One can obtain a divorce
simply by requesting it —and he need not even do it in person but can request it by telegram. This last
method of obtaining a divorce costs only fifty kopecks. Living together without the bonds of marriage is
considered as a natural form in practice and as such is widely accepted by students and the youth of the
working class. The savagery of their emotions, the lack of sufficient lodging and the uselessness of old
people in the race for jobs have created in these young people a hateful and contemptuous attitude
towards their parents and grandparents. Even the Soviet press does not hide its fears that are
awakened by the barbarism of family ties.

With that introduction, | now begin today’s talk entitled:
HERE and THERE

You will be surprised when I tell you openly and sincerely that things do not look much better here
because the home is on shaky ground and the family is falling apart. | have often pointed this out and |
do so again repeating what | have always maintained that if our youth of today are not what they should
be, do not place all the blame for this on their shoulders. Let’s look at their homes, take a good look at
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those marriages and check out their families. We'll find out that life at home has changed, those
marriages have changed, their family life has changed and as a result of all this, our young people have
changed.

As | begin, know that | agree that today the houses of our people are equal to those of others, as far
as material things are concerned. Sometimes | do not want to believe that these are the homes of our
Polish people. They are elegantly furnished with modern furniture and up to date appliances. They
seem supposedly happy and yet they are sad and seem so foreign. You will not find a holy water font
anywhere near any entrance just as you will not see any religious pictures on any of the walls nor the
trace of a crucifix above any bed. You will not find any good books or newspapers on any table, either!
Holy water fonts, religious pictures and crucifixes have all gone out of style! A Polish book or newspaper
no longer fits in with the spirit of the day. The walls of these houses creak under the weight of costly
framed pictures of favorite actors or actresses despite the fact that their reputations are not only
suspicious, but totally black. They also have framed photographs of dancers flashing the nakedness of
nudists, or of dancing dervishes performing the leaps of the orango-tango. | forgot to mention that
above the main entrance, there hangs an old, rusted horseshoe as a sign of happiness and good-luck!

Their tables groan under the stacks of weekly and monthly periodicals that feature erotic, sexual
and criminal matters. It is in such an environment that a child, whether younger or older, grows up.
This is the kind of food and drink that that young soul receives. The walls of the house are reminiscent
of the vestibules of theaters; there is nothing there to remind one that this is a Christian home. All of
their reading matter revolve around matters that are strictly temporal, materialistic or corporal, exclu —
ding any mention or reference to God, the soul, virtue or noble-mindedness. Children and young people
are given a plate of musty, rotten, stinking food to eat. For their drink, they are given a bottle of
spiritual moonshine that weakens and poisons their mind and heart!

Now, what should | say about that miraculous invention — the radio? Today, | do not want to judge
whether radio programs spread more good than evil. We must remember that today almost every
person owns a radio. The smallest child eagerly listens to radio programs and we must remember that
what a child hears once, stays in his memory forever. A child not only remembers what he hears, but he
digests it! News, entertainment, talks and programs broadcast through the radio from early morning
until late at night have a special attraction and exert a tremendous influence on everyone’s daily life
especially influencing the thoughts, words and behavior of children and youth.

1 go back now to my former statement that our homes of today have lost their former charm, their
former warmth and their former appeal. People used to say, “It is good everywhere , but at home it is
best!” Today they say, “The farther we are from home, the better, the freer and the happier!”

Now, please listen to what a young run-away girl told me not too long ago. The authorities had put
her in a hospital where she was under observation. Despite the fact that she was only seventeen years
old, she had such progressive ideas that she had run away from home and was living with a married
man. “Now, my parents want me to come home. Why didn’t they care about that before? My father
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and mother would frequent all kinds of entertainments but they always left me at home alone! There
were times when they

were so very drunk when they returned home that they couldn’t find the key hole in the door. Then |
would have to get up at all hours of the night in order to open the door for them.

It's been three years now that | have been leaving the house ever evening. | would return home
around midnight, but my parents were rarely at home. | became acquainted with a married man. |
knew that he had a wife and children. However, he was very kind and polite to me.

Well, it happened! From here, they are going to send me to another hospital. When my baby is
born, I'll go out into the world. Somehow, | will manage! | don’t care what my parents will say or do.
My mother and father never wanted to stay at home — but now, I'm supposed to return there? What
will happen to me? If only | had had a real home! If only my parents really cared! But - that all belongs
to the past!”

Now, allow me to read you a letter that was written on December 10, 1938: “l am twenty years old.
I live in an apartment because | have it better here than | had it at home. At least | have peace and a
pretty good job. My father - like any other man — even though he often drank, always had a job. My
mother was worse. She would spend her whole day out - visiting her friends. She spent her evenings in
taverns and public dance halls. She started all of this during Prohibition. Sometimes my father would
scold her for doing this but that only led to greater arguments. Then they would both do things to spite
one another. | had to always listen to that.

Sometimes my father would go to church. My mother never went to church. Father, you may not
believe me but my mother used to behave as though she were my age. | left home in order not to have
to look at all of that. Father Justin, first teach these parents how they should live and behave and then
you will have less problems with the young people.”

Here is another letter. This is from a young man: “Your description of that young man’s death in
the electric chair has scared the life out of me! |, too, have friends who are on the road to jail. Some of
them have already been there before! But, what can 1 do? My father threw all of my clothes out of the
house and threw me out also — because I could not find a job. He declared that he will not give me free
room and board! Is this my fault? | would want to work, but it's even impossible to steal a job! Yet —
my father is such a man that even my mother had to go out to get a job at night. | wouldn’t complain if
this were really necessary but our house is paid for and there is money in the bank! My father is at fault
—not me! Father Justin, if you would ever address such parents in one of your talks, you would be

helping many of us

Three years ago, | was an eye-witness to this court scene. An only daughter of a family that was
very progressive but had little faith, packed up all her personal belongings one night and disappeared
from the house. Her parents called the police. After two months of feverish searching, the authorities
found her in a neighboring town. She was living with a man of a different nationality and who had a
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wife and four children in Buffalo. This case was taken to court. During the hearings, this girl sat
motionless on a bench — like a frozen image or a marble statue.

When the judge called upon her to give her testimony, she spoke in a sullen voice that was mixed
with obstinacy and hatred. “My parents did not want me. | came into this world accidentally. | was an
obstacle for my father as well as for my mother. My grandmother raised me. Then my parents sent me
to a boarding school. When | would come home for vacation, | was never happy for | wasn’t returning to
a home or to understanding, warm-hearted parents, but | was returning to four cold walls where | could
eat and sleep. There were times when | spent the entire night crying bitterly! If only my mother would
have at least talked to me the way other mothers talk to their daughters! If only she would have
advised me or comforted me! Never! Her only answer was a rough, ‘You're old enough! Paddle your
own canoe!” or “You should make your own bed and then sleep in it!’

Finally, | got sick and tired of such answers. |got tired of such advice and sick of that type of life. |
left that kind of home and those kinds of parents! So, Sir Judge, what do they want from me now? Send
me, if you want to a Good Shepherd Home for | refuse to ever return to my mother and father. | will
never return to them. Let them go their way and | will go mine, and may these two roads never meet!”

The mother fainted and the father listened in silence. The judge had tears in his eyes. He gave this
verdict: “Until the age of twenty-one years, she will be under the care of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd!”

There was a time when the home was the center of warmth, love and compassion. There was a
time when the home was the temple of faith, dedication and other virtues. There was a time when the
home was a refuge where all worries, uncertainties and daily difficulties were resolved. There was a
time when the home was a school of a noble life and both, father and mother were the teachers. They
taught the lessons of truth, holy truth. Yes, there was a time when the home was the dearest, most
loved and most peaceful corner on earth! And — today?

Toda, the home has lost all of these qualities and virtues. The home has become a house of
strangers and house guests. It is a restaurant, but not quite like the public dining halls, for it still doesn’t
have wheels. It is just a common boarding-house where one can get something to eat, take a short nap,
wash up, change clothes and go out again!

Externally, today’s home is a little palace. On the inside, however, it is cold, silent, empty, stiff and
lifeless! Such homes alienate young people and keep them from crossing their thresholds. Today, there
are just too many of such homes! That is why there are more and more youngsters going astray. Whom
do we blame in such circumstances?

Now | turn to address all mothers and fathers more closely. My dear fathers, is it that you can’t or
that you don’t want to understand that in the eyes of your children, there is no one in the whole world
who is a better or more perfect person than you are! In the eyes of his children, every father is a great
hero, a model of everything that is good! Your children take great pride in you, they marvel at you, they
admire you and they want to adore you! Show these children a sincere and understanding love!
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Children long to receive these fatherly endearments. These children want to say, “My father is the most
wonderful dad in the whole world!” Wouldn’t you want your children to say that about you? Rule in
your home — with love! Let your love for them shine through all of your words and actions. Let your
love always be sensible and understanding. Learn and teach all in your family to be warm and cordial.
Take care of all in your family with love. This certainly does not mean that you do not have the duty to
scold, to correct or straighten someone out! Far from it! However you should never be like an ancient
Nero or a modern dictator in your home. You must always be a Christian father! Such a father
maintains his dignity and the admiration of his children if he not only never gives a bad example but, on
the contrary, always shows a good example.

Let your younger and your older children see you at morning and evening prayer. Go, together with
them to church and to confession. Let them never see you drunk or argumentative at home! Let them
never see you mistreating your wife and their mother! Show an interest in their studies, their work,
their amusements and in their friends! Have a good Catholic and Polish newspaper at home, a good
periodical and some good Polish books. Then you will see with what respect and honor your sons and
daughters will surround you. They will find it so pleasant to spend their evenings in a true and Christian
home. Even years after your death, tears will fill their eyes when they think of you and they will say,
“My father was the most wonderful dad in the world!” Otherwise, they will say as some do today, “I

never really had a true father! It is better to not even mention him

Now, some advice to our wives and mothers! If there is anyone on earth who treasures the
greatness of soul and the dedication of these individuals, it is probably | —a poor monk! Maybe it is
because God had taken my mother when | was at an age when | needed her the most. Maybe, because
that same God gave me another mother who was hard-working, caring and very conscientious. Maybe
— because knowing our young ladies, | consider them ideal candidates as wives and mothers

My dear mothers and wives! Do away with those modern views of home, marriage and family life!
Don’t make light of your duties. Married life, by nature is not only rosy, but at the same time, it is full of
thorns. If you consider married life to be otherwise, you are greatly mistaken. It is not enough to bring
new individuals into the world — to clothe and feed them — and then throw them over to be preyed upon
by the world. This is what every created animal does. Do you not know that you are the artists and
artisans of God? You have been entrusted with not only the body of your child but also, his immortal
soul! These children were not given to you as your personal property to do with as you please. No,
these children were loaned to you —as | would say — they were leased to you for a certain time. The
Creator tells you: “Take this child and raise it for Me and | will reward you for this!” Be a faithful and
good wife! That is the glory of womanhood! To be a conscientious and respectable mother is the boast
and crown of every wife! A wife and Christian mother must forget about her personal comforts and
personal wants or she does not fulfill her vocation. Unfortunately, so many now have this mistaken idea
that the place of a wife and mother is everywhere except in the home at the side of her husband and
children. They think that the duties of a wife and mother take second place while her social and
political interests take first place. This kind of a wife and mother has time for everything, but only lacks
time for one thing — to conscientiously take care of the home and her family. | don’t think that | have to
go into further details to make my point!




